
 

 

    
FEBRUARY 

 CALENDAR 
 

February 2 

  Shenandoah Region Membership Meeting at 

the War Memorial Bldg.  See Club Meetings, 

pg. 2. 

 

February 9-11 

  AACA 76th Annual  Meeting, Philadelphia 

City Center Hotel.  Info: 717-534-1910 

 

February 16 

  Shenandoah Region Board of Directors 

Meeting.   See Club Meetings, pg. 2 

 

 

February 23 

  Movie Night at Jim Barnett Park.  Allen 

Bond, host 
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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 

 As I write this short note, it is a dreary, cold, rainy 

day here in Winchester, and it makes one wonder just how 

much the nasty weather impacts our car hobby.  I do know 

that we are all loathe to drive our classic, old, restored, origi-

nal or whatever cars out in this messy stuff.  Hopefully each 

of them has a warm, comfy garage to spend the winter in 

each year.  But, as we know, each winter precedes a spring, 

and ours is coming, whether we are ready for it or not.  Some 

of us have a lot to do to get our “pride and joy” ready for 

spring, others only need to put in some fresh gas, take the 

battery off the tender, and fire „em up!!  But, whichever the 

case, let‟s plan to make this season one of putting some 

pleasant miles on the cars, and participate in the events that 

our Activities Committee has begun planning. The cars were 

built to drive, so let‟s drive „em!! 

 We have several fun runs on the docket for the year, 

including one to Diehl Wilson‟s place (home of the Virginia 

Giant monster truck), Paul Rose‟s Vintage Motorcar facility, 

and some others that are in the works.  We are in the process 

of confirming the details for the Poor Man‟s tour in Septem-

ber, a trip to the Allentown, PA area June 23/24, combining 

it with visits to the Bulgari museum and the Hudson museum 

on Saturday, the Mack Truck museum and a toy museum on 

Sunday.  We hope to be able to use a bus, but as you know it 

requires a minimum number of participants to make it viable.  

This tour should really be a fun time for us, so please put that 

weekend on your calendar, and plan to join the tour!!   

 Several items were brought up at the board meeting 

on the 19th, concerning the Apple Blossom show, which 

Duane is masterfully handling, and also that the Holiday Inn 

on 522 South has agreed to provide the space and other 

amenities for our Christmas party on Dec. 8th, and next year 

as well.  Duane has “locked in” arrangements and facilities 

for these events, and we owe him a great deal of thanks for 

his efforts.   

 It was noted that there was a limited participation of 

the club‟s vehicles for a procession in Shirley Ramaley‟s fu-

neral.  These circumstances, while definitely a trying experi-

ence for each of us, should be supported with a showing of  



 

 

           2-Cindy Anderson 

              Jim Heltzel 

           4-Jim Lemen 

               Nancy Rohr 

               Jeff Brown 

          10-Melissa Heltzel 

          14-Allen Bond 

          15-Jo Bundy  

          17-Shirley Ramaley     

   18-John Black  

February 
Birthday Wishes to: 

Club News FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

 
Our February Membership Meeting will be held 

on February 2 at the Social Hall, Jim Barnett 

Park at 7:00 PM.  Our hosts are Bonnie & 

Duane Catlett.   Food will be catered by Chik-Fil

-A and consist of  chicken salad sandwiches, cole 

slaw, brownies, iced tea and bottled water.  

Bring your own drinks if you want something 

other than iced tea.  Cost will be $5 p/p.  Call 

Bonnie (540-869-6668) to make reservations.        

 

The  February Board of Directors Meeting will 

be held on February 16 at Perkins Restaurant in 

Winchester.  This will be our first Apple Blos-

som Show planning session, so interested partici-

pants and committee chairs from last year‟s 

show, please plan to attend. 

Also, we will be affixing postage and mailing la-

bels to show invitations, so, VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED. 
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WE ARE RUNNING SHORT OF TIME TO 

PAY OUR AACA AND SHENANDOAH RE-

GION DUES.  WE HAVE TO GET OUR FINAL 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER IN TO AACA HQ 

SOON.  WE DON‟T WANT TO LOSE ANY OF 

OUR VALUED MEMBERS, SO PLEASE, IF 

YOU HAVE NOT YET PAID YOUR DUES FOR 

2012 TO EITHER AACA OR SHENANDOAH 

REGION, MAKE A NOTE TO GET YOUR 

PAYMENTS IN ASAP. 

At the January 5 membership meeting, business was held to a 

minimum due to the auction that was to follow.  President 

Barry Smith called the meting to order at the stroke of 7 PM.  A 

motion was made for the club to sponsor President Smith‟s 

travel to represent Shenandoah Region at the annual AACA 

business meeting in Philadelphia.  The motion was approved by 

vote of the members present. 

President Smith passed around a clipboard soliciting sign ups 

for meeting hosts. 

Our big event was the Auction held on our January 6 member-

ship meeting.  Expert auctioneer Lynn Anderson was in top 

form as he pitched donated items to our membership.  (photos 

below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As usual, bidders had numbers which they held up when they 

wanted to bid on an item.  The auction proceeded rapidly and 

was over at the 9 PM “witching” hour when we had to vacate 

the room in the park. 

 

At the January 19 Board of Directors meeting new member 

applicants  Steve and Wendy Pieper and Harold and Shelva 

Switzer were approved for membership, so a big welcome to 

them all. 

Bob Engle talked about possible upcoming activities.  The trip 

to the Allentown, PA area is scheduled for June 23-24.  It‟s 

uncertain at this time whether we will hire a bus for the trip.  If 

we have enough of our own members signing up for the trip, we 

can do the bus.  If we don‟t get enough of our own members 
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FOR SALE 

 

1955 Chevy pickup, 4 wheel drive  completely restored, res-

tioration over 5 years. $29,900.. 

2 Chevy Monte Carlo SS, one 1983 and one 1985.  New res-

torations.  Call for details. 

1970 Cadillac convertible, maroon with white leather inte-

rior.  $9500. 

1965 Mustang notchback coupe.  5-speed, GT motor, new 

interior, Shelby grille.  Completely restored immaculate 

car.  $18,500. 

For any of the above five cars call Jack at 540-868-4141. 

 

Classic „89 BMW 325iC convertible. Excellent condition.  

125k miles, BBS wheels, clean interior, very good tires, 

good top, runs great.  At 75k miles, new paint, replaced 

shocks with Bilsteins, heater fan, muffler and tailpipe, tim-

ing chain and tensioner, new steering rack.  Super fun car. 

Must sell.  $6800 OBO.  Call or e mail for details: cma-

sonwhf@aol.com or 304-724-7008. 

 

Set of 4 used, good condition black wall tires, Michelin XZX

-175-SR14.  $20 for all 4. 

Set of 4 good condition white wall tires, Telestar polyester 

P215-75-B14.  $20 for all 4. 

Call Wayne Patteson, 540-667-4277. 

WITH SYMPATHY 

The Club sends its deepest sympathy to Dick Ramaley and 

family at the passing of spouse, mother, grandmother and 

great grandmother Shirley Ramaley.  Shirley suffered a 

stroke and never recovered from the consequences.  She 

died in Winchester Medical Center.  She will be missed. 

GET WELL 

Shirley Pierce took another fall and broke 2 ribs. 

Faye Weidig alternates between home and a day care facil-

ity. 

Sarah Kilmer is home and walking “a little”. 

Guido Borsi had surgery for a tumor and is still in a wheel-

chair. 

REMINDERS 

We are collecting information for the 2012 Club Roster, so 

if you have any changes or additions you want to make to 

your listing, please get them to Secretary Carol Witt ASAP. 

APPLE BLOSSOM REPORT 

Apple Blossom Meet chair Duane Catlett reports that plans 

for the big event are proceeding.  Art Bragg is getting the 

invitations printed for mailing. Invitations will have mailing 

labels and postage applied at the February 16 Board meet-

ing and mailed on the 17th.   Several Special Award spon-

sors have been lined up and a few more are being recruited.  

Country Catering has agreed to be a food vendor again, 

and Preston Rose‟ Boy Scout troop will be selling hot dogs 

and sodas in the flea market area.  Duane is working on 

getting a kettle corn vendor for the flea market area too.  

Car registration fees for 2012 will be $14 in advance and 

$17 at the gate for late registration.  The post-show Banquet 

will be held at the Holiday Inn on rte. 522 south near 

Costco.  Cost will be $25.  There is room for 140 people in 

the banquet room so if you plan to attend the banquet, be 

sure you return your registration form early as it is likely to 

be a full house.  The Early Bird Tour will depart from the 

Holiday Inn promptly at 1 PM, and one of the stops will be 

at Paul Rose‟ Vintage Motorcar restoration facility. 

ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER 

Members who experience problems with delivery of  the 

electronic newsletter should contact Secretary Carol Witt at 

shenandoahregion@gmail.com  to make sure she has your 

correct e mail address. 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 

Liz Kline reports that she now has a full stock of club logo 

apparel including wind breakers, hats, T shirts and sweat-

shirts including XX and XXX sizes.  She will have these 

items for sale at the February membership meeting. 

APOLOGY 

Apologies to Ed Simmons for omitting his name from the 

birthdays list last month.  Ed‟s birthday is January 14. 

MEETING HOSTS 

We still need meeting hosts for March and November.  

President Smith will solicit volunteers at our February 

membership meeting. 
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT 

PAUL & Ann Rose  

  

  

 

The car pictured above is Paul and Ann‟s 1923 Buick model 54 

Sport Roadster.  It has a 242 cubic inch overhead valve 6-

cylinder motor (before Buick‟s legendary straight 8 overhead 

valve engines) and a 124” wheelbase.  Only 4501 of these cars 

were  built and this one is in virtually all original condition. 

 

Paul picked this car up from a person who originally wanted to 

restore it in Paul‟s shop, Vintage Motorcar Co.  He obviously 

had no idea how much a good restoration cost, because when 

Paul gave him an estimate, his heart skipped a beat. 

There followed several return visits by the owner to Paul‟s shop 

trying to sell the car to Paul at successively lower prices until 

he came close to what Paul thought the car was worth,  Paul 

bought the car home in non-running condition in January, 2011. 

 

The car had originally been sold in New York and spent all its 

life on Long Island New York until 2008.  The car had at one 

time been displayed in the Long Island Car museum until the 

museum went out of business in the 1960s.  The cars were auc-

tioned off and this Buick was sold to a man who owned it until 

his death after which it was inherited by his son.  The son even-

tually died and the car was stored for over 40 years following 

which it was left to the person who Paul bought it from. 

 

Paul‟s first order of business was to get the car running.  He 

cleaned out rodent residue, repaired the radiator, serviced the 

drive train and made adjustments as necessary.  He inspected 

the main and rod bearings (the car has only 57,814 miles on the 

odometer which Paul believes are original miles), wheel bear-

ings, brakes, fluids and related items and serviced them as 

necessary.  He also rebuilt the fuel vacuum tank, and the car is 

now in good running condition, and is driveable.  The car is 

very reliable and has never failed to start.  Everything includ-

ing the clock and speedometer (photo below) now works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul replaced the original isinglass transparent parts of the 

side curtains for safety reasons using the original stitching 

holes in the canvas.  Otherwise he intends to keep the car in 

its original unrestored condition.  It was displayed at last 

year‟s Hershey show and took a 3rd Junior in class 17B.  

Many of us have seen the car and all appreciate the history 

that lies within it. 

then we might ask other clubs if they would be interested in 

joining us on the bus, and failing that we would probably have 

to car pool.  Because of the distance involved, it is not possible 

to make this trip a fun run with our antique cars.  The itinerary 

for the trip is a full one. 

We will first visit the Hudson museum in the Allentown area, 

then the Nicola Bulgari collection in the afternoon of Saturday, 

June 23.  The Bulgari car collection features a lot of restored 

vintage Buicks as well as other marques.  Then, Sunday June 24 

we will travel to see a toy collection and then to the Mack truck 

museum.  Art Bragg is in charge of this trip so we can count on 

it being a good one. 

Bob also talked about a fun run that he will lead on Sunday July 

15.  The route is unknown at this time, but Jim Stup agreed to 

host the participants after the run for an ice cream social.  Bob 

also noted that the Poor Man‟s Tour will be held in September 

in order to avoid the prospect of bad weather and Hershey con-

flicts. 

Eric Kirk has once again alerted us to the nefarious goings-on 

in Richmond in the Virginia legislature.  House Bill 878 

(introduced by Delegate Mark Sickles, D-Franconia) proposes 

to give cities and counties the authority to levy a flat tax on 

unregistered vehicles, regardless of their value.  This could im-

pact any of us who has unregistered cars on their property in-

cluding parts cars, and cars under restoration.  We need to call 

Beverly Sherwood‟s office (804-698-1029) and Jill Vogel „ 

office (804-698-7527) to express our opposition to this bill.  

Beverly Sherwood was once a Shenandoah Region member.  

Politicians are turning over every rock in sight to find more 

revenue and we look like a soft target.  We need to let them 

know we are anything but. 

Club News continued from pg. 2 
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Thanks to Bob Engle for the following article. 

 

While reading the book, “History of the Motor Car”, 

I came across an interesting and confusing piece of 

information.  The author in pointing out the founding 

of General Motors by Will Durant, comments on Du-

rant‟s support for tottering auto accessory compa-

nies. He comments on Dow (a wheel company), Ew-

ing, Cartercar and Elmore, Weston Mott ( an axle 

company) and Champion the Spark Plug factory set 

up by   Albert Champion, the French motorcycle rac-

ing driver.  I was confused.  In my mind, Champion 

was an independent company and AC Delco was the 

GM spark plug  division. 

 

I went on the internet and did some research.  I 

found that Albert Champion, a French Motorcycle 

racer came to America in 1889 to race.  He couldn‟t 

find parts for his motorcycles in America, so he set 

up a shop to make primarily Spark plugs.  He sold 

some to friends to help pay his bills.  He returned to 

America in 1900 and in 1904 founded the Champion 

Ignition Company in Flint Michigan.  His investors 

took over the Company and bought his interest in it. 

 

By 1908 Will Durant and Buick encouraged Albert 

to begin a new company to produce spark plugs.  Al-

bert had sold the rights to the Champion name to his 

previous investor and so he used his initials and 

founded  the AC Spark Plug Company.  In 1916 Al-

fred Sloan formed United Motors merged AC and 

then later on it became AC Delco a division of Gen-

eral Motors.   

 

So my confusion was resolved.  Alfred Champion 

created two of the three major American spark plug 

companies. 

 

What about the third Company?  In 1911 Clement 

Miniger founded a company that held a patent for 

replacing gas fired headlamps with electric lamps.  

The idea was a great success.  The company then 

went on to develop an electric starting device to re-

place the hand crank.  The company was named the 

Auto-Liter company.  Later, John Willys (Willys 

Overland Company) bought the Auto-Liter Com-

pany. In 1918 Mr Miniger regained control of the 

company.  

 

In the late 1920‟s, several battery companies, The 

Bosch Magneto company, and a wire and cable com-

pany were merged.  In 1934 and 1935   these companies 

merged with Moto-Meter Gauge and Equipment Com-

pany and Alemite (a die casting company).   

 

In 1935 Walter P. Chrysler approached the Auto-Liter 

Corporation about producing Spark Plugs.  He did not 

like buying from his competitors.  By 1936 they had de-

veloped a spark plug that did not violate the Champion 

and AC patents and they began producing spark plugs for 

Chrysler and other auto manufacturers.  By 1961 the 

company name had been shortened to Autolite and Ford 

Motor Corporation purchased the spark plug division.  

The balance of the corporation went on to be called 

Prestolite. 

It‟s very fascinating how the great names of the Ameri-

can auto industry were intertwined, mixed and formed 

during the first 60 years of the American auto industry.  

Those were obviously turbulent years what with all the 

mergers, bankruptcies,  and buyouts. 

 

our cars, honoring the decedent, and letting the families and 

community know of our esteem for each of our members.  

Hopefully, we won‟t have to have any of these processions 

ever again, but in case we should, we should show our appre-

ciation and honor for a past member. 

 Rocky Fera noted that he is in need of “Spotlight” 

articles for the newsletter.  These are valuable insights into 

what our members are doing, or have done, and is an excel-

lent way to bring us together.  If a member is in the middle 

of a restoration, I am sure there are things which the rest of 

the membership could assist in, and/or provide anything 

from parts to knowledge (“Here‟s an easy way to do that”).  

Let‟s take stubby pencils and fancy digital cameras out to the 

garage and spread the word in the Split Rim about what 

we‟re doing!  We might be surprised at the responses we get! 

 The board also discussed the proposed legislation 

being brought forth in Richmond.  Each member was en-

couraged to call, email and write to our legislators, Del. 

Sherwood and Sen. Vogel.  The phone numbers are in the 

email that was previously sent out, and from personal experi-

ence, the offices are most cordial and appreciative of our 

interest in having this bill, HB 878, defeated.  We were able 

to affect change in the earlier bill, SB804, and it was de-

feated.  We must be continually aware that the state dele-

gates are looking for any place they can find to raise reve-

nue. Our vehicles are prime targets, so vigilance is manda-

tory.  If you have not already called, please do so as soon as 

possible, and send an email, as well.  We must become the 

“squeaking wheel”, for if not, our own wheels won‟t be able 

to turn anymore! 

 Thanks to each of you for your previous participa-

tion in our club events, and thank you in advance for your 

continued, and increasing participation!! 

From The President, continued from pg. 1 
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The following article was originally published in  the Piston Popper ,  newsletter of the Sugarloaf Mountain Region, AACA. 

This very informative  article is by Sugarloaf Mountain Region President Stanley Poole, who obviously knows his paint. 



 

 

SHENANDOAH REGION AACA 

2012 OFFICERS  

 PRESIDENT 
Barry Smith 

104 Launchris Dr... 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540-667-9275 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Wes Belcher 

1984 Luther Michael Rd. 

Berkely Springs, WV 

25411 

703-751-0686 

TREASURER 
Bonnie Catlett 

5601 Middle Road 

Winchester, VA  22602 

540-869-6668 

SECRETARY 
Carol Guyer-Witt 

1803 Berryville Pk. 

Winchester, VA 22603 

540-665-1948 

    

    

Bob Engle 

501 Brill Rd. 

Star Tannery, VA 

540-465-8680 

 

Rich Largent 

107 Wakeland Dr. 

Stephens City, VA 22655 

540-868-2698 

Jim Stup 

1890 Deer Rapids Rd. 

Strasburg, VA 22657 

540-465-5066 

Curt Mason 

3735 Summit Pt. Rd. 

Charles Town, WV 25414 

304-724-7008 

    

    

 

Shenandoah Region website: www.sraaca.com.   E MAIL: shenandoahregion@gmail.com 

 

2012 BOARD MEMBERS 

Bill Shepherd, Editor 

361 Liza Kate‟s Lane 

Winchester, VA  22603 

540-888-0209 

blshep@wave2net.com 

Duane Catlett 

5601 Middle Rd.. 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540-869-6668 

Sunshine Lady 

Sarah Kilmer 

514 Warm Springs Ave. 

Martinsburg, WV 

304-267-2326 
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